
 

HOW TO PASS RESPONSE ESSAYS (1.3, 1.4, 1.5) 

- Read and choose your question carefully  and 

take a few minutes to plan your answer 

- Include the title and author / director in your 

intro.  Underline the title 

- Rephrase both parts of the qn. in your intro 

- Write the number of the question you are 

answering on your paper 

- Answer both parts of the question, e.g: both 

the describe and explain parts. 

- Include evidence (quotes and/or detail) to 

back up your points 

- Write at least 200 words of relevant material 

– do not stop at this if you have more time! 

HOW TO GET TO MERIT AND EXCELLENCE 

- Back up your points with more than one 

relevant example per paragraph 

- Make links to the wider themes in the text 

- Appreciate the author’s use of techniques 

such as characterisation, dialogue and the 

particular language used 

- Show you are aware of the author’s overall 

purpose and their message to readers 
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